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 Welcome to Candidates 

 

Greetings Beloved, 

We welcome you to St. George St. Barnabas Episcopal Church. We are a church 

growing in people, abilities and grace, and we enjoy praising the Lord! 

We are in search of a vessel of Christ’s love and a servant who is energized to 

teach and preach the Word of God. 

We are blessed by your interest to serve as our pastor. Please peruse our 

church profile, visit us at our website (www.stgeorgestbarnabas.org), 

and if you are so called, apply to serve our Lord as our rector. 

Sincerely, 

 

The Discernment Committee 

St. George St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, Philadelphia 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sgsbec.com/
http://www.sgsbec.com/


Who We Are 
 

St. George St. Barnabas Episcopal Church is a dynamic multicultural predominately 

African American parish located in the Cobbs Creek community of West Philadelphia. 

Having been a mission church of the Episcopal Diocese for the past several decades, a 

crowning achievement was obtaining Parish Status in 2010.  Under the leadership of 

the Rev. James E. Wynn for 16 years, the church has grown in its understanding of the 

Lord, stewardship, and in membership. Our 2016 Parochial Report lists 92 active 

baptized members.  Average Sunday attendance is about 79 people. A strong vestry 

works cooperatively to support the rector, and the parish is blessed with strong lay 

leadership. 

During this discernment process and as a result of a survey of our membership and 

congregational forums, we have learned the following about our parish. Approximately 

63% of our congregants have been members of the church for more than 20 years; 

approximately 57% travel 15 minutes or less to attend St. George St. Barnabas; and 

while we are a graying parish, we are active, growing, and engaged.  Specifically, 60% 

of respondents to our parish survey indicated that they are involved in one or more 

church organizations, and almost 40% indicated that their involvement has increased 

in the past several years. 55% of respondents’ report that they attend church four or 

more times a month; 87% find Sunday worship meaningful; and 55% of respondents 

noted that they have invited two or more people to church in the past year. Lay 

leadership is strong: 90% of survey respondents believe that there are equal 

opportunities for congregants to hold leadership positions in the church; 98% report 

that church members and leaders work together to make important decisions; and 92% 

believe that members help each other in times of trouble. Church morale is high; 

congregants are overwhelmingly comfortable with their church; and 100% of 

respondents note that it is easy to tell their friends what is unique about St. George St. 

Barnabas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  Our Mission 

 

Our mission is to pray, work, and give for the spread of 

Christ’s Kingdom in our community; to be a biblical church 

that is welcoming to all visitors; to be led by the Holy 

Spirit and open to change as we strive for growth through 

programs that meet the needs of all persons; to co-

operate with programs of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Pennsylvania; and to make our parish a center where the 

Good News of Jesus Christ’s presence can be experienced 

in word, deed and in worship 
 

 

 
 



Our History 

 
“We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord!” is the proclamation hymn of St. 

George St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, the diocese’s only urban congregation to move 

from mission to parish status with its formal recognition as such at the Diocesan 

Convention in November 2010.  

    

The story of St. George St. Barnabas is really that of three congregations which over forty years 

came together.  Founded in 1912, St. Cyprian’s, an African American congregation in Elmwood, 

joined with St. Barnabas in 1964 as part of “An Urban Challenge” to merge two racially distinct 

congregations. St. Barnabas, founded in 1871 in the Haddington section of Philadelphia, 

completed a new glorious sanctuary in 1914 at 64th Street and Haverford Avenue as a Memorial 

to the Rt. Rev. O. W. Whitaker, D.D., LLD., holding services there until 1993.  In 1858, St. 

George’s, West End, was conceived when the 

numerous English people who lived and 

worked in the cotton mill of Cardington found 

it difficult to travel to St. James, Kingsessing, 

for sacraments and services. The Rev. Charles 

A. Maison, D.D., the then rector of St. James, 

took the people of Cardington under his 

spiritual care, began a plan for a new mission, 

and was elected as the first rector of St. 

George’s, West End. With the construction of 

a new sanctuary in an “English style” at 61st 

Street and Hazel Avenue, St. George’s 

formally opened on the Feast of the 

Circumcision, January 1, 1871. 

 

With the expansion of the Philadelphia airport, “urban renewal,” white flight from the city, and 

other issues which challenged the Episcopal Church, each of these congregations fell on difficult 

times. 

 



Our History 
 

However, they remained open, serving our Lord, because of their 

faithful memberships and faithful ministers (which included The 

Revs. Paul M. Washington, Robert E. DuBose, Jr., R. Neal 

Hubbard, Karl G. Layer, Lorne D. Ruby, Harold J. Wilson, 

Eleanor Woodroffe, Russell A. Bechtel, and Angus K. Davis, 

among others). At the appropriate time and under the direction 

of the Rt. Rev. Allen L. Bartlett and the Ven. John E. Midwood, 

St. George’s Church and St. Barnabas Church yoked ministries 

in 1990, and then officially merged as St. George St. Barnabas 

on November 5, 1993 at diocesan convention, holding services 

at “old” St. George.   Instrumental to the success of this merged 

congregation was the work of the late Rev. Canon Robert E. 

DuBose, Jr., who acted as senior consultant and pastor until the 

arrival of the Rev. James E. Wynn in the fall of 1996.  Father 

Wynn’s faithfulness and “can do” attitude were infectious.  He 

helped his congregants to stop saying why not and to believe why 

they could accomplish great things. Immediately, he took it upon 

himself to help the congregation to become a more inviting church by welcoming visitors, painting 

the interior spaces, and cleaning and planting the outside gardens.  In addition, Father Wynn 

insisted upon joyful worship.   

 

He preached inspiring sermons and wanted inspiring music. 

Born from this were a new chancel choir, a new inspirational 

choir, and a children’s choir. To support this music ministry, 

a new baby grand piano, a new 

organ, and a new synthesizer 

were purchased using memorial 

donations and through mini 

capital campaigns. On fire, over 

the past twenty years, the 

congregation has padded the 

pews, installed new lighting, 

added air conditioning, and, 

most recently, built a Memorial 

Walkway which connects the 

church and parish house, 

making each space more 

handicapped accessible and 

providing additional meeting 

space. These and other hoped-

for improvements (such as the construction of a new room for use by the community) have 

benefited the congregation and improved the 140-year-old building which, for too long, 

experienced deferred maintenance.  



 

 

Our History 
 

The work of St. George St. Barnabas, however, is not to make physical improvements to 

an aging building; it is to praise the Lord! Today, in addition to Sunday’s Celebration of 

the Eucharist at 10 a.m. current ministries include a weekly healing service on Thursdays 

at noon, bible study on Thursday evening with Eucharist and fellowship, Sunday morning 

Adult Forum, the St. Cyprian’s 

Chapter of Daughters of the King, 

and monthly financial support of 

Episcopal Community Services’ 

St. Barnabas Mission to the 

Homeless (founded by members of 

St. Barnabas Church). In addition, 

the parish holds youth ministry as 

critically important.  The Sunday 

School program has utilized a 

literacy-based approach to teach 

students both scripture and 

elements of reading, youth are 

actively involved in the Acolyte 

Ministry (if you can hold a torch, 

boat, or a cross, Acolyte Warden Mr. Kurt Williams Sr. will place it in your hand), and 

youth activities of the Union of Black Episcopalians.  Congregants also take part in a 

prayer shawl ministry, participate in the 61st Street Consortium of Churches, and remain 

active in deanery and diocesan events such as the Annual Absalom Jones and Black 

History Month Services.  And of course, the music ministry, which augments our choirs 

with anyone and everyone who plays an instrument (drums, trumpets, piano, electric bass, 

cello, violins, and recorders, among others), strives to praise our Lord with the sound of 

the timbral, and with the song, and the dance.  

 

 

Critical to the ministry of St. George St. Barnabas was the Episcopal 

Diocese’s support of St. George St. Barnabas Church as a mission and 

the congregants’ spiritual growth as they invited new members to join 

them in worship and as they have accepted and adopted our biblical 

understanding of the importance of tithing.  Because of these emphases 

on stewardship, St. George St. Barnabas was pleased to move from 

mission to parish status in our Diocese and inspired to “lean on the 

Lord” and “trust in His holy word” as we continue our faith journey as 

a parish which serves our mighty God!      

 

 

 

 



 

How We Worship 
 Sung Eucharist 

is celebrated each 

Sunday at 10 a.m. 

most often using 

Rite II of the Book 

of Common Prayer 

from September to 

June. On Sundays, 

the Chancel Choir 

sings. On Holy 

Days, the Chancel 

Choir and former 

Inspirational Choir 

members combine 

to form our Mass Choir to sing praises to our Lord.  Each Thursday at 

noon, a Eucharist and Healing Service with laying on of hands occur.  

Fifth Sundays are Youth Sundays. We aspire to have a youth 

representative as our preacher. Young adults serve as lay readers and 

ushers, and our full acolyte corps serves at Mass.  A midweek 

Eucharist and Bible Study occur with special emphasis on fellowship. 

Maundy Thursday (with lamb supper) and Good Friday liturgies are 

observed leading to our Easter morning celebration. During July and 

August, Sunday Eucharist is said.  

 

 

 

 

 

Other Holy Days are observed, as 

determined by the Rector; a 

Thanksgiving Day Eucharist is 

celebrated; and we actively 

participate (and often host) an 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve service of 61st Street Consortium of Churches.  St. George St. 

Barnabas often is the host congregation of a UBE Revival, a Black History Month Program, and 

many deanery events. Our 2016 Parochial Report noted 51 Sunday services and 39 weekday 

services. 



 

Our Ministry of Music 

 

Central to our worship experience is the Music Ministry of St. George St. 

Barnabas. The Chancel Choir sings praises to our Lord.  Its varied repertoire 

includes classical anthems, traditional gospel, and contemporary gospel music. 

St. George St. Barnabas’ Music Ministry is led by a volunteer Minister of Music 

and supported by a volunteer Emeritus Minister of Music.  Other parishioners 

lend their musical talent to our choirs’ efforts. In addition to the two organists, 

two drummers, a guitarist/bassist, a trumpeter, and a cellist often add to our joyful 

worship experience.  On occasion, our youth have joined in with recorders, 

violins, viola, keyboards, trumpet, and drums.  An Allen organ, baby grand piano, 

and keyboard are used accordingly on each Sunday or Holy Day.  

 

 



 
 

Our Christian Education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education is offered each Sunday 

from early September to late June for our youth.  

During July and August, the Daughters of the 

King provide Christian Education in the form of 

a Summer Film Festival for our children.  In 

addition to Church School for our children, 

youth ministry is important to St. George 

St. Barnabas. Our intergenerational Acolyte Ministry is another important aspect of Christian 

education and formation for the parish.  A formidable and well-trained acolyte corps serves at 

each service.  Our youngest acolytes look forward to serving the Lord as they move through the 

ranks of roles on the altar.  Adult Christian education happens regularly throughout the liturgical 

year with Bible Study. Inquirers’ Classes for those wishing to be confirmed or received occur 

after Sunday service at selected times during the year as do classes for those who desire to 

become a Daughter of the King. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Our Church Organizations 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The work of St. George St. Barnabas is supported by the following active church organizations: 

The Vestry, Episcopal Church Women, Altar Guild, Daughters of the King, Men’s Fellowship, 

Sunday School, Acolytes, Chancel Choir. Property Committee, and Parish Council (comprised of 

all the heads of each organization). 

 



 

Our Outreach 

 

Outreach is a focus of our Parish and an area 

which we hope will grow.  Central to our 

outreach is our continued support of St. 

Barnabas Mission to the Homeless of Episcopal 

Community Services (ECS). Dear to our 

congregation, St.  Barnabas Mission was 

founded at our mother church St. Barnabas and 

continues to offer shelter, food, and education to 

women and their children.  A second offering on 

each fifth Sunday is sent to ECS to support this 

ministry.  In addition, on the fifth Sunday after 

our youth service, our children hold “Mamie’s 

Lemonade Stand.”  In honor of the Mamie 

Wiggins, one of the founders of the mission, 

who died at the age of 100, proceeds from the 

lemonade sale support St. Barnabas Mission. 

Annually our Vestry, in coordination with the 

Men’s Fellowship (who provide turkeys), have 

an ingathering of food stuffs to present to 

families who are transitioning out of the mission 

for Thanksgiving. Other outreach includes a 

knitting ministry in which parishioners create prayer shawls for those in need.  In addition, over 

the years, our Thursday Healing Service has met the spiritual needs of both our congregants and 

visitors from other churches.  Our choirs often participate in diocesan celebrations, and 

ecumenical events. Our Daughters of The King have an ingathering of personal hygiene items at 

Christmas for merchant marines through the Seaman’s Church Institute.  

The DOK also donate a monetary gift for SGSB youth support at Christmas. Our 

Episcopal Church women have an outreach to Bryant Promise Academy, Anderson 

Elementary School, St. Barnabas Mission and church youth at the beginning of the 

school. They present backpacks with school supplies to 50 children. At the end of the 

school year they host a graduation luncheon for the students of Bryant Promise 

Academy.   

 

 
 



 

 

Our Outreach 

The Men’s Fellowship present The Vivian Hopkins Memorial Scholarship (a dedicated 

church member and longtime church secretary that was employed by the Philadelphia 

School District Board of Education) to graduating High 

School seniors.  

 

 

 



 

 

Our Outreach 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Men’s Fellowship has two summer brunches (July/August) and a Fish Fry. We 

also promote and host “Family and Friends Day” this free event is open to the Cobbs 

Creek Community; to come and fellowship thru worship, activities and food, the last 

Sunday in June. Bake sales are organized by the Alter Guild, ECW and Choir. These 

groups also, run various trips open to the community. The ECW host a prayer Breakfast 

during Lent. Due to our Parish Hall being handicapped accessible we are a Polling 

Place for city, state and federal elections.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Our Property 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St. George St. Barnabas consists of the sanctuary, a 1871 edifice which comfortably holds about 

250 people.  In the church proper is a Lady’s Chapel, sacristy, choir cloak room, a 

museum/meeting room, three basement rooms, and a The Lillian Thompson memorial walkway 

which connects to the Parish House. A Parish House, consisting of three floors, is used for 

church programming and includes a kitchen on the basement level.  In the past fifteen years, 

many efforts have been made to improve these buildings.  The church is air-conditioned; the 

bell-tower has been reconstructed; new roofing has been installed; the church has been painted; 

and new lighting and a new sound system have been installed, among other improvements.  In 

addition, the church is accessible to wheel chairs. The Parish House has a new water abatement 

system. The first floor of the Parish House is accessible to wheel chairs by the coming through 

the new Walkway or through the church. 

 

 

Our Stewardship and Finance 
 
 St. George St. Barnabas achieved parish status in part because of our growing 

understanding of stewardship and a growing number of congregants who have 

responded to the Biblical call to tithe.  Our annual budget is about $183,181.  We 

have approximately $119,186 in pledges from about 81 pledging units.  In addition, 

after the sale of old St. Barnabas, some resources were invested with the Church 

Foundation. Interest from these investments supports our on-going ministry. 

 



 

What We Desire In Our Next 
Rector 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregants, vestry, and discernment committee members are open to a myriad of talents 

that a new rector will share with us.  Included among them, in our rector, we hope for: 

 

• A leader willing to invest in serving inside and outside of  a “traditional 

worship schedule/service” 

• A visionary that can implement new visions and opportunities for growth 

and ministry 

• A vocational priest who will minister to and love the entire congregation, 

young and old, and who acts with integrity and honesty 

• A dynamic preacher and biblical teacher 

• Well-developed people skills  

• A commitment to and love of children and an ability to work well with 

them 

• A knowledge of urban ministry and a desire to minister in the city in 

addition to working with the diocese and national church 

• A love of a variety of styles of church music (including classical, 

spirituals, Gospel, and contemporary Gospel) and an understanding of the 

importance of music to the worship experience 

• A strong and joyous leader who loves our Lord and Savior with abandon 



 

What We Hope For As A Congregation 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The congregants, vestry, and discernment committee members hope our church’s 

future will include: 

• Growth in membership, especially attracting young families 

• Reestablish the Youth and Inspirational Choirs 

• Greater emphasis on ministering to our youth 

• Reestablish the Liturgical Dance Ensemble 

• Hire a Minister of Music 

• Establish a Ride Sharing Service 

• Enhanced outreach and involvement in our community, especially in the Cobbs 

Creek neighborhood and along the 61st Street Consortium of Churches 

• Greater evangelism to the un-churched 

• Increased stewardship 

• Improved communication both to our congregation and to the broader 

community 

 



 
 

Vestry 

Senior Warden – Kurt Williams Sr. 

Junior Warden – Henderson Nicholls 

Treasurer - Lana Moore-Dillion 

Clerk of the Vestry -  Bridgette Bonner-Fennal 

 

 

1 Year Term 

(expires 2018) 
 

Kenneth Scriber 

Irvine Gamble 

Richard Peoples  

Cynthia Talmadge 

 

2 Year Term 

(expires 2019) 
 

Bridgette Bonner-Fennal 

Richard Dill 

Barbara Satterwhite 

Kurt Williams Sr. 

 

3 Year Term  

(expires 2020) 
 

Greg Clark 

William Gordon 

Henderson Nicholls 

Marianne Pearson 

 

 
 

Discernment Committee Members 
 

Mr. Greg Clark 

Mr. Perry Bonner-Fennal 

Mr. William Gordon 

Mrs. Tamika Jenkins 

Mrs. Dianne Nicholls 

Ms. Avyane Osborne  

Mr. John Scott 

Ms. Jennifer Williams 

Mr. Kurt Williams Sr. 

  

 

Mrs. Stephanie Scott, Chair 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to Apply 
 

 

 

 

 

Interested candidates should submit their materials electronically to Mrs. Stephanie Scott, 

Chair, and Mr. Kurt Williams, Sr., Senior Warden at  
 

sgsbsearch@stgeorgestbarnabas.org 
 

 

St. George St Barnabas Episcopal Church 

520 South 61st Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19143 

215-747-2605 (office) 215-747-5165 (fax) 

 

www.stgeorgestbarnabas.org 

  

 

 

 

 



 


